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A B S T R A C T

Post-tuberculosis lung disease (PTLD) presents a significant challenge in the management of tuberculosis
patients, with far-reaching implications for global health. This editorial explores the multifaceted
nature of PTLD, encompassing its pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnostic complexities,
and implications for public health. PTLD arises from pulmonary damage due to an active tuberculosis
infection, leading to inflammation, scarring, and fibrosis within the lungs. Clinical manifestations vary
widely, ranging from chronic respiratory symptoms to severe respiratory failure, often resembling chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease or restrictive lung disease. The diagnosis of PTLD is hindered by its
heterogeneous presentation and overlap with other respiratory conditions, necessitating a comprehensive
evaluation through pulmonary function tests and radiological imaging. PTLD imposes a substantial
burden on global health systems, particularly in regions with high tuberculosis prevalence, contributing
to increased morbidity and mortality rates. Management strategies focus on alleviating symptoms,
preserving lung function, and preventing disease progression through pharmacological interventions,
pulmonary rehabilitation, and, in select cases, surgical interventions. Preventive measures include
effective tuberculosis control measures, vaccination against respiratory pathogens, and addressing social
determinants of health. Overall, a comprehensive understanding of PTLD is essential for improving patient
outcomes and reducing disease burden, highlighting the importance of concerted efforts to raise awareness,
enhance diagnostic capabilities, and develop effective management strategies for this complex condition.
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1. Editorial

Tuberculosis continues to be a major global health concern,
affecting millions of individuals worldwide each year.1

While much attention is rightfully given to the diagnosis
and treatment of active tuberculosis infection, the long-
term consequences of tuberculosis extend beyond the
initial infection. Post-tuberculosis lung disease (PTLD)
represents a significant challenge in the management of
tuberculosis patients, with potentially debilitating effects
on respiratory function and overall quality of life.2
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In this editorial, the complexities of PTLD, including
its pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, diagnostic
challenges, and implications for global health, are
discussed.

PTLD arises as a consequence of the pulmonary damage
caused by an active tuberculosis infection. The immune
response to tuberculosis bacilli leads to inflammation and
tissue destruction within the lungs, resulting in scarring,
fibrosis, and bronchiectasis. These structural changes impair
lung function and ventilation, predisposing individuals to
chronic respiratory symptoms and complications.3

The clinical presentation of PTLD can vary widely,
ranging from mild respiratory symptoms to severe
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respiratory failure. Common manifestations include
chronic cough, dyspnea, hemoptysis, and recurrent
respiratory infections. Additionally, PTLD may lead
to progressive airflow limitation, resembling chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease or restrictive lung disease
due to fibrotic changes.4

Diagnosing PTLD poses several challenges, primarily
due to its heterogeneous presentation and overlap with
other respiratory conditions. Pulmonary function tests
often reveal obstructive or restrictive patterns, reflecting
the underlying lung damage.5 Radiological imaging, such
as chest X-rays or computed tomography scans, may
demonstrate features of bronchiectasis, cavitation, fibrosis,
or nodular opacities, but these findings are not specific
to PTLD.6 Furthermore, microbiological confirmation of
tuberculosis may be challenging in individuals with inactive
or resolved tuberculosis infection.

PTLD represents a significant burden on global health
systems, particularly in regions with high tuberculosis
prevalence. The long-term sequelae of tuberculosis
infection contribute to increased morbidity and mortality
rates, further straining already resource-limited healthcare
infrastructures.7 Additionally, PTLD disproportionately
affects socioeconomically disadvantaged populations,
exacerbating existing health disparities.4

Managing PTLD requires a comprehensive approach
aimed at alleviating symptoms, preserving lung function,
and preventing disease progression. Pharmacological
interventions, such as inhaled bronchodilators,
corticosteroids, and mucolytics, may help improve
respiratory symptoms and reduce exacerbations.4

Pulmonary rehabilitation programs, including breathing
exercises and physical therapy, can enhance exercise
tolerance and quality of life.8 Surgical interventions, such
as lung volume reduction surgery or lung transplantation,
may be considered in select cases with advanced disease.4

Preventing PTLD begins with effective tuberculosis
control measures, including early detection, prompt
treatment initiation, and contact tracing to prevent
transmission.9 Additionally, efforts to improve tuberculosis
treatment adherence and address social determinants of
health, such as poverty and malnutrition, are essential
for reducing the incidence of PTLD.4 Vaccination against
common respiratory pathogens, such as influenza and
pneumococcus, can help reduce the risk of respiratory
infections and complications in tuberculosis survivors.10

2. Conclusions

Post-tuberculosis lung disease represents a complex and
often overlooked consequence of tuberculosis infection,
with profound implications for global health. Understanding
the pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, and diagnostic
challenges of PTLD is crucial for improving patient
outcomes and reducing disease burden. Moving forward,

concerted efforts are needed to raise awareness, enhance
diagnostic capabilities, and develop effective management
strategies for PTLD, ultimately improving the long-term
health outcomes of tuberculosis survivors worldwide.
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